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Social work program is reaccredited
Sally jengsma
Dordt'S social work program passed itstest once again with flying colors. InJune the department was notified that
the Council on Social Work Education had
granted them full accreditation for their program.
Such accreditation is crucial for students,
says department chair David Helmstetter, since
a bachelor of social work (BSW) is almost
essential to finding employment in social work
today. A BSW also allows students interested in
graduate school to complete their program in
less time. And it is a mandatory element for
licensing, an increasingly important step in the
profession.
accredited program must meet a long list
of standards set by the Council on Social Work
Fducanon. or months prior to the actual
accrediting visit, faculty must work on a self-
study that articulates how they have met the
required standards. Dordt's program was
blessed to receive full reaccreditation, with no
citations for change.
"Sometimes a program will be accredited but
receive citations for areas that must be changed
within a certain period in order for accredita-
tion to be maintained. Some programs are put
on probation," says Helmstetter. Dordt's site
evaluators found that our program was very
consistent with its stated mission.
Although the site visitors mentioned the lack
of racial, ethnic, religious, and gender diversity,
they felt that the program compensates in
meaningful ways. The college's stand on
sexual orientation was also a concern, but the
council acknowledged again that Dordt's posi-
tion was in accordance with the stated religious
direction of the institution.
"The visitors were appreciative of how well
worked-out the mission of the college was in
both the social work curriculum and the general
education program. Basically, they looked at
what we were trying to accomplish based on
our mission statement and whether we did what
we said we were doing."
To assess that, they examined the self-study
report, looked at student work, and checked
course syllabi and assignments to verify the
department claims. They also met with faculty,
students, and administrators.
Despite the fact that the process is time
consuming and at times traumatic, it encour-
ages growth, say faculty members.
"We are forced to take a critical look at our
strengths and weaknesses and decide what to
do about them," says Helmstetter. He adds that
the process also helps the faculty integrate their
curriculum with the college's general education
program because they must demonstrate how
general education courses help prepare students
for their social work courses.
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Social work professors Dave Helmstetter, Shirley Jezewski, and Jim Vanderwoerd, bring different areas of
expertise to tbe department: community organization and human service administration, community mental
bealth, and ~rcb and social welfare poUcy.
But there are more benefits. The department
has to continually live up to the standards set
by the council. They cannot afford to coast. In
the process, because of the amount of time that
such self-evaluation takes within the depart-
ment, a strong sense of collegiality grows as
members work together toward a common
goal. And in preparation for the self-study and
site visit, members learn more about what other
institutions are doing by attending conferences
and workshops designed to help them through
the self-study process.
When the faculty benefit, so do the students.
The strength of the program is reflected in
them and acknowledged by the accreditation
team, which wrote, "Dordt social work students
are thoughtful, caring, and committed. They
respond genuinely and openly to professional
issues and are quite cognizant of the need for
self-awareness. Particularly noteworthy is the
maturity of their expression of their under-
standing of the relationship of personal faith to
social work ethics and values."
Dordt's sixty to seventy-five declared majors
bring with them a variety of strengths and
motivations, says Helmstetter. Some have
almost gone through a conversion process
through a volunteer project like SERVE or
SWIM. They are well-intentioned and hard
workers but they often lack experience. The
program tries to make sure that students gain
life experience with issues they deal with in the
classroom. Faculty have students investigate
social service agencies and require class work
that demands establishing a relationship with a
group of people they have not been familiar
with. And they require that the students volun-
teer time with people marginalized by society.
"We see big changes from the freshman to
the senior year. They learn to look at issues,
assess themselves, and deal with people who


























Soccer Player of the Week
Voice 1
about the growing ~tufl 0 our faculty as
their breadth of experience and academic
achievement continues to grow.
But the main place we see character growing
is in the lives of our students. When I walk
through the dining hall and have to pause while
ten guys join hands around a table as one leads
in a common prayer, I know character is being
built. Or when over 400 students gather at
10:00 p.m. on Sunday night for a student orga-
nized praise gathering, then I'm convinced char-
acter is growing.
In fact, it was just a few weeks ago that I
brought the biblical message at a 10:00 Sunday
evening gathering, the day after the tragic death
of our registrar Doug Eckardt. And perhaps it
was the Scripture I spoke on that night which
makes clear more than anything else what it
means to be a character building college.
Romans 5:3-5 says that we need to rejoice in
our suffering (and suffering truly was on student
minds that somber night). As a matter of fact,
adolescents typically don't put rejoicing and
suffering together in the same thought. Yet the
biblical message that night brought home the
reality that we can rejoice in our suffering
because suffering produces endurance, and
it is endurance in tum that gives rise to true
character.
Maybe that's an even better reason to consider
"character building" as a theme for a college.
Character building is hard work, it takes commit-
ment, and it often comes through suffering. The
Templeton Foundation award did give me the
occasion to look around this campus once again
through a new perspective and realize that,
indeed, by God's grace, a true Christ-reflecting
character really is growing on the Dordt College
campus and in the lives of its students.
Rec Center dedicated on Parents' Weekend
From the dedication litany
Leader: Bless those who play within these walls,
All: Make us daily thankful for your good gift of life and health.
Make us properly joyful as we steward these gifts.
Make us humbly grateful for special talents.
Most of all, make us joyfully zealous to return all praise to you!
Leader: Let those who run races and those who lift weights,
those who throw balls and those who swing racquets,
let all who recreate and compete praise the Lord!
All: Praise the Lord!
Tours of the new facility
were held throughout the
weekend.
Dr. Carl Zylstra and representatives of several campus groups addressed the nearly four hundred people
attending the dedication.
From the president -------------------.,.......,;.
By God's grace, a
true Christ-reflecting
character really is
growing on the Dordt
College campus and in
the lives of its students.
"
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!WOnderwhy all our Christian colleges aren'trepresented here?" That's the questiona fellow Christian college president asked as
we were riding back to our hotel in Washington,
D.C. Both of our colleges had been named to
the Templeton Foundation Honor Roll of
Character Building Colleges, and we were
spending the night in Washington so that the
next day we could receive our awards at a lun-
cheon in the Cannon Office Building of the
United States House of Representatives.
The next morning at a breakfast hosted by
the Templeton Foundation, I sat with heads of
the U.S. Air Force Academy, some Roman
Catholic institutions, and a state university or
two as well as with the representative of my
own alma mater in Michigan. It was easy to
understand that some military academies,
selected state universities, and traditional
Roman Catholic schools would be represented
on a character building list. And it's also true
that not every evangelical Christian college had
even applied for the award. However, I did
start to wonder, "Should all Christian colleges
be present when the Character Building Honor
Roll is called?"
Now, to be honest, since we at Dordt
College tend to talk more about perspective and
philosophical foundations for the educational
enterprise, I really had never thought all that
much about using "character building" as a
theme for our mission. Still, the more I think
about it, the better that theme of character build-
ing begins to sound.
Lately, for instance, I've been struck with
the developing character of the facilities we've
put in place at Dordt College. In October we
dedicated the recreation center as a visible sign
of the maturing of our campus. Especially
when combined with the new residence hall cur-
rently rising out of the trees at the east end of
campus, this building gives a sense of solidity
and maturity to the entire campus layout.
Enhanced by maturing trees and landscaping,
the campus is starting to provide an atmosphere
of homey comfort where students and faculty
can live and work in a setting that nurtures true
personal and academic growth. As a visitor said
recently, "I can't believe the college is only
forty-some years old. It has a far more comfort-
able feel to it than that."
It also has occurred to me recently how much
the college is starting to show maturing charac-
ter in its programs. Only a year ago we added a
new director of environmental studies and the
number of students majoring in environmental
studies has doubled in just one year. Our engi-
neering program continues to gain recognition
and respect and our agriculture program contin-
ues to attract additional majors. Such programs
have taken considerable time, investment, and
effort to develop. And it's especially gratifying
when that maturity of a program exhibits itself
in a biblical perspective permeating every area
of study. That's what the accreditors of our
social work program meant last year when they
told us that by far the most impressive thing
about our campus, in their own opinion, was
the way Dordt College students related their
spiritual commitment to what they were prepar-
ing to do in their profession.
We could also think about the character of
our graduates, ten percent of whom went on to
graduate study in the past year. And although
the six-months-after-graduation placement fig-
ures will not be available until November, we
know that our teacher education placement rate
for 1977 was 94.2 percent. Or we could talk
/
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The community mourns the loss of a member
Registrar Douglas Eckardt is remembered by all
Sally Jongsma
The Dordt College community was shockedand saddened by news that DouglasEckardt, registrar since 1992, was killed
Saturday morning, September 20, in a
bicycle/truck accident.
"Doug was an excellent registrar, a real asset
to Dordt College professionally," said President
Carl Zylstra. "He was also a unique individual
whose humor, enthusiasm, and love of life will
leave a hole that will be very hard to fill. Doug
will be greatly missed by all of us at Dordt."
The community mourned Eckardt's death and
celebrated his life on Tuesday, September 23, in
a special memorial service. In a chapel packed to
overflowing, students, faculty, staff, family, and
friends shared tears and memories, and praised
God for the contributions Eckardt made to indi-
vidual lives and to the institution.
Eckardt's commitment to living Soli Deo
Gloria was articulated often and well known
across campus. He lived, worked, taught, talked,
and spoke with passion. He was also good at
what he did.
Dr. Rockne McCarthy, vice president for aca-
demic affairs, wrote of Eckardt in a note to the
college community, "I am very thankful for the
joyful life and professional work of Registrar
Douglas M. Eckardt. Doug fulfilled his office
with integrity and distinction. His commitment to
serving his Lord was reflected in the day
in and day out service to Dordt students and fac-
ulty."
This sentiment was echoed by Professor
Richard Hodgson in a tribute at the memorial
service: "So many times when there were seem-
ingly intractable problems he could come up with
in-win solutions that amazed US."
And students sent many e-mails to the student
newspaper expressing appreciation for not only
his fairness and helpfulness but also his genuine
concern and wise advice.
Senior Dan Droog wrote:
"It was last spring when I was off campus for
a semester that I really encountered the kind of
person Mr. Eckardt was. I had e-mailed to ask if
I could be released from a general education
requirement. He responded with his answer and
his reasons. I did not agree so I sent another e-
mail and he wrote back. This back and forth went
on for a week, and with each message he thanked
me for challenging him. In the end I disagreed
with his decision but not with him.
... this time of tragic loss to his family,
friends and community is not the time to moral-
ize, but there is something that we, especially
students, should understand.
Erik Hoekstra joined the Dordt College
business faculty this fall. His memories of
Douglas Eckardt, however, are from his
student days at Trinity Christian College,
where Eckardt taught theology before
becoming registrar at Dordt.
"Through his teaching, Doug taught
hundreds of Trinity students how to read
the Bible for all it's worth. His passion for
proper hermeneutics and the redemptive-
historical method of biblical interpretation
was legendary. He loved the Bible and his
enthusiasm for the kingdom of God was
infectious.
Unwilling to allow the Bible to be read
out of context, he chastised those who
would "proof text" or draw from it cute
moral lessons. His work was teaching stu-
dents to see the gospel message-the good
news of salvation in every verse, and in his





trar for five years,
but he had long










work as a library
assistant and
teacher of Greek.
At that time he























To Doug Eckardt, being Reformed meant
living on the edge of the your seat. Our tradition
was not just a party line or empty. He wanted to
think things through and face the challenges that
faced him."
Junior Beth Jansma wrote:
"The thing I remember most about Mr. Eckardt
is his way of dropping whatever he was doing at
the time to talk to me about my classes. I remem-
ber when I was trying to decide if I wanted to
transfer here from my other college. Mr. Eckardt
was the first one I talked to. After meeting with
him, I knew that there was a lot of Christian love
shown on the Dordt campus. I will never forget
all the time and effort he put into my life."
In the week that followed Eckardt's death
stories and memories continued. Almost every-
one on campus could immediately recall his wide
assortment of ties, "some skinny, some as wide
as Montana"; his annual bicycle ride through
campus, clad with a sandwich board listing regis-
tration information; his faithful leading of the
"Give me a D...Dordt" cheer at basketball games;
his faithful presence in the front row for every
chapel; his short clipped steps and fast walk; his
even faster speed of talking; his "droll and wacky
laugh" that colleague James Schaap described as
"a ripsaw pulled through cardboard but conta-
gious as grace"; his imprinted "Registrar" tie;
and his humorous Q and As in the Today at regis-
tration time. His sense of humor and love of
"Knock, Knock" jokes and puns were legendary.
His energy was boundless, and no one will ever
forget last year's "Saturday Night Live with
Doug Eckardt."
Like anyone who attended The Dordt Pops
Concert on Friday evening, September 19, senior
Allison Troupe remembers one particularly
touching event:
"My last and most cherished memory of him is
a perfect example of his exuberance. At the Pops
Concert Friday night, he danced with his daugh-
ter Abby in the front of the chapel. Doug under-
stood the joy of life and experienced it fully. I
wish I had followed his example that night. If
only we would dance before our Creator like he
did. A person who dances takes up much more
room than someone who is standing still. Maybe
this is why we feel the loss so deeply. How else
could a little man leave a hole so large?"
Karen Klein and Colleen VanBerkum
worked in the registrar's office with Doug
Eckardt every day. They will miss the unique
person he was and his adage "Err boldly, I'm
always behind you. "
"The beginning of the school year often
found him sitting in his office with the picture
directory, studying names and faces so he
could address students by their first names
when he walked across campus. Often he
would know who was standing by the counter
by the sound of a voice, or even the type of
question asked because he anticipated a
student coming to solve a conflict or schedule
problem. His favorite lines were, 'While
we're waiting for your folder, let's chat a bit'
or 'So, what's up?' Students who spent a lot
of time with him were candidates for the
golden chair award, but they knew they were
always welcome there."
Their reflections also appeared in the
student newspaper.
"Doug had an internal calendar that told
him when to celebrate the anniversary of his
first stepping on the Dordt College campus.
He remembered every classroom he ever sat
in and every professor he ever had. He knew
how important it was for the 'higher muckety-
mucks' to be in contact with students."
/
Doug's high school class-
mate, college roommate, and
oldest and dearest friend,
Steve Hoogerhyde ('76) sent
a tribute to the Diamond for
a special feature in his
memory. The following is
one paragraph from a
humorous and touching
testimony to a friend.
"One of the memories of
Doug that I will always
cherish is from his wedding.
As best man, I was sitting
next to him as we sang a
hymn, a hymn which he
sang as loudly and as force-
fully as I had ever heard him
sing. (By the way, if you
never heard Doug sing, be
thankful; by his own admis-
sion he couldn't carry a tune
if it had handles; his gift was
making a joyful noise.) In
partlcular'1 rememoer tlie
words: 'So shall no part of
day or night from sacredness
be free, but all my life, in
every step, be fellowship
with thee.' Doug Eckardt
sang those words. Doug






A trust fund has been
established for the children of
Douglas and Greta Eckardt.
The fund is intended to help
with future educational and




contribute to the fund may
send donations to
Eckardt Children's Trust Fund,
American State Bank,
525 N. Main Ave.
Sioux Center, Iowa, 51250.
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for such a major
in the near future.
"
taking the recent Bosnian situation as a prime
example. The better way is to show Christian
love, he says.
"I have a dream that one day people in
Bosnia will erase the words 'Don't forget'
they wrote on the smokey walls of devastated
Sarajevo ... and write the word 'love' on top
of the erasure without the smallest hint of
irony in their minds. This is something worth
waiting for."
Fr the first time, secondary teacher educa-tion students have the opportunity toselect Bible education as a minor. The
new program has been nearly five years in com-
ing but should fill a recognized gap in the train-
ing of potential Bible teachers.
"It often happens that teachers in Christian
schools are asked to fill out their load with one
or more Bible courses," says theology professor
Sydney Hielema. They have had methods
courses in their major, but have had no help or
given little thought to how to teach Bible to
young people, he adds. In fact, even those who
plan to teach Bible have had no methods course
for teaching that subject, because one simply
hasn't been offered.
This situation has not been unique to Dordt,
says Hielema. A sister Reformed Christian col-
lege. Calvin in Grand Rapids, Michigan, began
offering such a course only recently.
"I guess we've sometimes assumed that if "The Reformed faith has a rich traditionof propositional truths from its pages, but to instill
you're a Christian you can teach Bible," teaching children the Bible, but it has some- a sense of the covenantal dramaof which we
Hielema adds. times emphasized gaining knowledge rather too are a part."
But there is another reason that may be more than living it," says Hielema. He stressed the Hielema also believes that the teacher/student
significant. The Bible education minor cannot need for thorough knowledge of the Bible's sto- relationship is an importantelement in such an
be recognized as a state-endorsed teaching ries, relating them to the broadernorms of ser- approach.
minor. Students who take this option will also vice and trusting obedience. "Teachingmay not be perceived to come
need another area of specialization to get their "The quick and easy way to teach the Bible is from one who has arrived to those who are on
state teaching certificate. the moralistic way," says Hielema. But the way. The atmosphere must be one of com-
Dordt's new Bible education minor requires Hielema, who himself taught high school Bible munal, humble wrestling on the way to sanctifi-
five biblical studies courses, two general theol- for twelve years, believes thatBible stories cation, with an appropriatedegree of openness
ogy courses, and the new methods course titled should not be taught with little morals attached on the part of the teacher who may be further
"Teaching Bible to Adolescents." It will be to them. Instead he stresses that each story is along than the students."
offered for the first time next spring and has part of the whole of Scripture. Collectively This course and the new Bible education
fourteen people pre-registered even though it these stories reveal who God is, what our minor may also be useful to students interested
has hardly been publicized. covenantal relationship with him is, and what it in youth ministry. In fact, members of the
Hielema, who will teach the course, says that means to be a human creatureon this earth. theology departmentare considering a propo-
he will focus on faith development in young Hielema wants to develop a sense of the sal for a youth ministry major thatwill inccr-
people, ....~ __=~_....._ ....__........."..._,dynami",of Seripttlfe-in-hi .. students-so-that they-- porate this-remor-arrd a-practicurn-rrra-local
can cultivate a deep love for the Scriptures in congregation. ./
their students. "Literally dozens of students on campus are /"
"The Bible is not a book of doctrine. It considering youth ministry," says Hielema.
uses stories as the vehicle to communicate This programcould provide th~a£for such
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Beginning this year, Writers Inc: Write for
College, a nationally acclaimed writing hand-
book, will be the standard reference work for
all Dordt College students and faculty. The
adoption of the book gives students a handy
reference guide to carry with them after
they've completed English !OI, and it creates
a standard for the kind of writing faculty can
expect of their students. Incoming freshmen
were required to purchase the book this year
and upperclass students have been encour-
aged to do so.
The plan. put forward by Dordt's English
department, is part of an ongoing attempt to
improve writing skills across the curriculum.
According to the department, the book is a
top-notch handbook that gives students guide-
lines for the writing process. helps them with
the basic elements of college writing, gives
them professional and student models of dif-
ferent types of writing, and offers tips and
strategies for reading, speaking, thinking, and
test-taking. It also gives faculty many ideas
for using writing in their disciplines.
An added benefit for Dordt students is the
fact that the handbook contains writing sam-
ples from many Dordt students and several
faculty authors. Two of the main authors are
Dr. Verne Meyer, former professor and cur-
rent adjunct professor, and Dr. John Van Rys,
English professor.
Writers Inc has enjoyed enormous popular-
ity in the past years, being adopted by large
public school systems and even retail training
programs across the country. It connects
writing to real life experiences, giving
students a sense of writing's relevance.
Professor Sydney Hielema wiD teach the new "Ieaching Bible to Adolescents" course.
Campus capsules --------
Scholarship makes debut
Making its first appearance on the list ofscholarships available to Dordt students
is the U.R. Scholarship.
The scholarship committee will be looking
for four students, two freshmen and two
upperclassmen, who show exemplary leader-
ship, scholarship, character, and Christian
commitment. To be eligible, the students
must have a minimum cumulative grade point
average of 3.0. The U.R. scholarships will be
$1,000 each and are being funded by an
endowed gift.
Dordt student awarded
Carl F. H. Henry Scholarship
Sasha Oryniak, a sophomore student fromUkraine, recently received word that his
published article titled "Pure Christian Hate,"
eamed him $5000 toward this year's tuition.
The Carl F. H. Henry Scholarship is open
to all full-time undergraduate students of
Christian colleges that are members of the
Coalition of Christian Colleges and
Universities. It recognizes creative, skillful
writing that presents in a sensitive and
thought-provoking manner a biblical position
on issues affecting the world today. It must be
published in a non-Christian publication and
include a direct quote from the Bible.
In his article Sasha examines how hatred
among ethnic Christians has been the cause of
the slaughter of millions of fellow Christians,
/
Graduate Education
Dordt's graduate education program con-tinues to grow. In fact, significantly more
students took courses this past summer than in
previous years. "July at Dordt" allowed stu-
dents to pick and choose from a range of
courses offered, whether or not they wanted to
enroll in the program. Over half of the stu-
dents enrolled in a technology course. and
one-third of those in the research class were
not enrolled in the program. In all thirty-two
students took between one and three courses
this summer.
This year's first-year students came from a
variety of places: Florida, Pennsylvania, Iowa,
California, Ontario, and New York. And they
graduated from several institutions: Calvin,
Grove City, Dordt, and Redeemer colleges
and Western Kentucky University.
Two students, Jon Kroeze and Charles
Muether were the first graduates of Dordt's
master's program last spring. Director Dr.
Jack Fennema expects six more to complete
the program this year and graduate in May.
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Dordt receives Lilly Endowment Grant
DordtCollege is one of five church-related colleges that has been awardeda grant by the Lilly Endowment, Inc.
of Indianapolis. The consortium's project,
"Religion, Higher Education and Service,"
received a three-year $465,418 grant to
research service-learning at religiously
affiliated colleges and universities.
A share of the funds will go to each of the
five colleges for its individual work on the
project, plus funds will be available for joint
efforts and meetings of the colleges' project
teams. Dordt College will receive $49,297
during the three-year period of the group's
study. The other four colleges involved in the
project are the University of the Incarnate
Word in San Antonio, Texas; Rivier College in
Nashua, New Hampshire; Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College in Terre Haute, Indiana; and SI.
Paul's College in Lawrenceville, Virginia. The
collaborating colleges represent a microcosm
of church-related colleges today. The first
three are Catholic and SI. Paul's is
Episcopalian, while Dordt comes out of the
Reformed tradition. Additionally, they serve
Anglo, Hispanic, and Black populations, and
one of the five, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, is a
women's college.
While they are very diverse institutions, they
all share a commitment to Christian higher
education and to the ideal of service as part of
the curriculum. Each college has specifically
defined service as part of its educational mis-
sion and has an interest in further developing
service-learning opportunities for its students.
Service-learning is a concept attracting
increasing attention at colleges and universities
nationwide. Coined in the late 1960s, the
phrase refers to the blending of both service
and learning goals in such a way that both
occur and are enriched by each other.
The project planners intend to explore the
connections between service-learning and mis-
sion effectiveness in two ways. First, they will
survey students and faculty at twenty
Protestant and Catholic colleges that grant
Construction began this summer on the new residence hall on the east side of campus. The facility will
bouse 220 students and will be ready for occupancy next fall.
Iowa Poetry Awards
Once again Dordt College students placedprominently in the Iowa Poetry
Association Awards. Laryn Bakker from
Winnipeg, Manitoba, was awarded third place,
and Renee Hoekstra of Sioux Center and Sarah
Bliss of Plano, Texas, were awarded ftrst and
second honorable mention. The winning poems
were selected from eighty-six submissions
from college and university students across
Iowa.
According to English professor, Mike
Vanden Bosch, Dordt students accounted for
five of the ten college poems printed in the
Association's publication, "Lyrical Iowa."
Vanden Bosch and Luke Schelhaas ('96)
also appear in the book.
Facility Update
Summer is always a busy time for the main-tenance staff on Dordt's campus. This year
was no exception. In addition to the comple-
tion of the rec center, students noticed several
other changes when they returned this fall.
Although most of the evidence was covered, a
new water main was installed, greatly improv-
ing water pressure to the campus. The library
received a new lighting system and a new air
handling system, and the leaming resource
center was moved upstairs. In the East Campus
apartments, one entire building was renovated,
with new cabinets put in. A glass wall was
installed in the Snack Bar in the Student Union
October 1997
Building, allowing it to be open twenty-four
hours a day. The dining hall was reorganized
for better traffic flow through the serving lines.
And a parking lot currently shared by the city
and the college was black topped, giving stu-
dents a much more convenient place to park.
The changes kept maintenance staff scram-
bling all summer, while the rest of campus
enjoyed a slower pace.
Dordt College Appears in
U.S. News Listings
DordtCollege appears along with twoother Iowa colleges in the U.S. News 1998
listing of the five "most efficient" schools
among Midwestern liberal-arts colleges.
The listing appeared in the magazine's 11th
annual "America's Best Colleges" issue and
guidebook. The "operating efficiency" table
identifies schools that rate relatively high in
educational quality, as determined by their
place in the U.S. News rankings, but spend
relatively less to achieve quality. Dordt
appeared as number four on the list.
In order to be considered for the efficiency
designation, regional colleges such as Oordt
had to rank in the top twenty-five percent of
cohort schools in terms of quality. The listing
of schools in the top twenty-five percent of
Midwestern liberal-arts colleges is available on
the U.S. News website and will be published
in the comprehensive America's Best Colleges
guidebook.
academic credit for service-learning experi-
ences. Second, each of the five cooperating
colleges will carry out an in-depth case study
of the service-learning programs on its campus.
After carrying out these initiatives, project
coordinators will publish a resource book and
make conference presentations designed to
help other church-related colleges better under-
stand how service-learning could help them
more effectively carry out their mission and
enhance their students' learning.
According to Dr. Willis Alberda, dean of the
natural sciences and one of the Dordt project
coordinators, the service-learning concept is an
excellent fit with the Dordt College approach
to education. "From a Dordt College perspec-
tive, service learning is a program that ties
Christian insight to immediate service," he
says. "As we serve we learn from those we
serve. Insights, theories, and principles can be
put into practice. The application of theory is
followed by reflection and evaluation, which
leads to further learning."
From a Dordt
College perspective,










Rll enrollment at Dordt College hasreached an all-time high, marking thesecond consecutive year of record
student numbers.
After two weeks of classes, enrollment
stood at 1301, an increase of thirty-two over
last year's record 1269. Included in the total
are 391 new freshmen, an increase of approx-
imately five percent over last year's freshman
number.
Dordt has seen steady enrollment growth
for the last ten years, after joining numerous
colleges in enrollment declines in the early
'80s due to shrinking numbers of college-age
young people. Prior to last year's record
enrollment, Dordt's student body numbers
had peaked in 1979 at 1218. Since 1987,
however, average increases have been better
than three percent per year.
Dordt officials atrribute the college's rapid
growth in the 1970s primarily to the effects of
the baby boom and the addition of a number
of new majors to the young college's curricu-
lum. College leaders point to different factors
to explain the current growth, which bucks
the trend at many private colleges.
"I believe that Dordt is being recognized
more and more for its academic excellence,"
says Quentin Van Essen, executive director of
admissions. "Along with its academic reputa-
tion, Dordt is attractive to students because of
its strong, well-articulated statement of pur-
pose. People want to attend a Christian col-
lege that knows what it stands for," he adds.
Dordt's 1997 fall enrollment continues to
indicate the college's wide geographical
reach, with over fifty percent of current







A record number of students--







a much better idea
of what a person is
and can do. It helps
us maintain a high
level of excellence ~~
in our hiring.
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internships during the school year.
Summer internships are a good
complement to class work-
Internships
For the past several years
Professor Mert Gulker has
served as the business
department's National
Internship Program coordina-
tor. With his retirement next
year, Professor Erik Hoekstra
will take on those responsi-
bilities. Hoekstra, who joined
the Dordt faculty this year, is
the fanner chief operating
officer of Eastern Floral and
Gift Co. in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. If you would like
to explore the possibility of
setting up a business intern-
ship for a Dordt student with
your company, phone Gulker
at 712-722-6304 or e-mail
him at gulker@dordt.edu.
Dr. Nolan Van Gaalen is
the internship contact for the
engineering department.





IfPella Corporation is any indication,internships are becoming increasinglyimportant for college graduates. They're
also becoming more structured, more plentiful,
and more competitive.
"Ideally we'd like 100 percent of our
employees to come out of our internship pro-
gram," says Al Carlson, staffing manager for
Pella Corporation, a window manufacturing
company in Pella, Iowa. Hiring interns is less
risky for a company, he adds.
"After a ten-week internship we have a
much better idea of what a person is and
can do. It helps us maintain a high level of
excellence in our hiring."
Jack Warner of Prince Corporation in
Holland, Michigan, says that companies also
benefit from students in other ways.
"Having students work with us keeps us in
touch with what's being taught in the schools.
It keeps us sharp." He agrees with Carlson that
interuships are the best way to find good
employees.
Pella hired more than forty interns this sum-
mer, Prince even more. Eleven of Pella's
interns were Dordt students; three worked at
Prince. They are just two companies where
Dordt students spent their summer.
Of the eleven students at Pella, ten were in
engineering and one in business and account-
ing. Each intern was assigned a supervisor
who was responsible to provide meaningful
work. Each student also had a mentor who
could answer any questions.
''The interns are budgeted as full-time
summer positions," says Carlson, "and they
become a part of our team." Pella is committed
to giving students professional experiences and
treating them as employees. They also are paid
nearly a starting full-time salary and given
company benefits. In addition to their salary,
the top ten students are also awarded a $5000
Intern Grant Award at the end of the summer to
apply toward the next year's tuition.
Dave DeHaan from Lethbridge, Alberta, an
engineering/computer science major, spent ten
weeks at Pella and also earned the additional
grant. He was assigned to the lumber plant and
spent much of his summer on a project to
determine how much of which grades of
lumber to buy.
"The higher grade has a longer distance
between knots but is also more expensive,"
says DeHaan. Equipped with the lengths
needed for the windows Pella makes, DeHaan
helped write programs for the computer-con-
trolled saws that not only told the saws where
and when to cut which lengths, but also helped
determine which grades of lumber were neces-
sary to get those cuts. According to Carlson,
DeHaan's programs are now a part of the man-
ufacturing process, enabling the company to
refigure every couple of months and thereby
improve efficiency and conserve resources.
DeHaan is enthusiastic about the experience.
He says he learned a lot about lumber, about
/
applying what he'd learned to concrete prob-
lems, and about the potential for computer-
controlled systems in engineering. But he
learned others things that he considers at least
as valuable.
"I didn't have any sense of the personnel
structure of an organization before," he says.
"I learned the importance of relationships
between management and engineers.
Engineers want to keep improving things, to
get them right even if it means slowing down
the production process. Managers want to keep
things moving." He says he learned that per-
sonal dynamics playa big role in what you
can accomplish. He also left with a new sense
of confidence in his ability to take his engi-
neering and computer training and put it to
good use.
Warner from Prince says interns are given
projects to work on that will have long-term
benefits for the company. In the process the
intern gets the opportunity to delve into a
problem, understand the issues involved in
solving it, and do background work and
research that makes change possible.
"In that sense they really do leave a mark on
the company," he says. "The work of our
interns has changed how we do things."
Amy Feikema from Rockford, Michigan,
gained some great practical experience at
Prince this sununer. Her big project was to
review customer contracts to come up with a
model for future contracts. She looked at the
terms and conditions of many previous con-
tracts, gathering information that led to
a more standardized approach. In addition
to the concrete research and spreadsheet
work she did, she learned important lessons
about the importance of teamwork within an
organization.
Although Amy's interuship confirmed for
her that she would probably rather work in
human relations than in finance, she is grateful
for the opportunity and knowledge it gave her.
Students;nterested;n internships such as
these must be prepared to invest some time
and effort into the process, says 10 Faber of
Dordt's Career Placement Office. And avail-
ability depends on their area of interest.
"If they are in a technical program, they are
almost assured of an internship somewhere,"
Faber says. "Companies need candidates so
badly that they are offering interuships as
ways to find them." Often these experiences
are crucial in landing a job after graduation,
she adds.
Dordt faculty have recognized this trend and
have worked hard to help make such opportu-
nities available for their students. The business
department launched its Nationallnteruship
Program several years ago. Professor Mert
Gulker works with businesses and Dordt
alumni across the country to find internships
that will give students hands-on experience
in a business enterprise. Last year twenty-
nine students were placed in local businesses
or businesses in other parts of the country.
The engineering department has also
developed several contacts with companies
who take on interns during the sumrners-
similar to Pella. And Faber is always on the
lookout for information that she then sends to
departments.
Both Warner and Carlson are eager to work
with Dordt students as potential interns.
"Dordt students have a good attitude and a
strong work ethic," Warner says, adding that
when he sat down with them at the end of the
summer, he was asked some important and
challenging questions that demonstrated their
commitment to ethical business practices.
Carlson echoes Warner's assessment. "We
don't have to worry about whether they will
apply themselves," he says. "They are depend-
able and capable." In fact Dordt is one of a
group of about eight colleges and universities
where he plans to recruit for next summer's
interns.
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•Vander Stelt receives annual John Calvin Award
SaUyJOD~
Dr. John C. Vander Stelt is the recipientof this year's John Calvin Award. Theannual award, funded by the late Hugh
Meeter and his wife, Eve, of Grand Rapids,
Michigan, is given "in recognition of commit-
ment to teaching from a Calvinistic perspec-
tive and developing and transmitting reforma-
tional insight for a discipline."
Although Vander Stelt is grateful for and
humbled by the award, it is the extent to
which students who leave Dordt embrace
Calvin's vision that really excites him.
"If they have sensed that the way I have
taught philosophy or theology is relevant for
their lives, I arn extremely happy," says
Vander Stelt.
Although Vander Stelt is not completely
comfortable with singling out faculty for
awards, he heartily subscribes to the motiva-
tion behind Meeter's setting up the John
Calvin Award.
"Hugh Meeter wanted to advance the work
Calvin started, applying what Calvin saw as a
reformer to everyday life," says Vander Stelt.
"He was uneasy seeing Calvin as a somber
abstract theologian."
In fact, adds Vander Stelt who each
semester teaches a course on Calvin's
Institutes, Calvin was the opposite of a somber
theologian. He encouraged a concrete, joyful
living out of faith in politics and business as
well as church.
"Calvin was a reformer, not just a theolo-
gian," he says. "He sensed the heart of God's
Dr. John Vander Stelt has taught philosophy at
Dordt for twent -nine years.
Stelt spent one day every two weeks speaking
to and meeting with students on university
campuses in Ontario through an organization
called FOCUS (Federation of Christian
University Students). His presentations and
the discussions that followed delved into the
nature of Christian scholarship, trying to work
out what a Christian perspective in higher edu-
cation involved.
When Dordt's first president, the Rev. BJ.
Haan, heard about Vander Stelt's work, he
urged him to come to Dordt. Vander Stelt has
taught theology and philosophy here since.
Although he believes that students were more
challenging in their questions and concerns on
secular campuses, he says he has found the
words of a mentor when he served as pastor to
ring very true: "parishioners make the preach-
er; students make the teacher."
"Students have pushed me to be more
practical, challenged me to think through
issues more thoroughly, stimulated me to
explore new issues," he says.
He is grateful for the opportunity he has had
to teach and lead students to a deeper faith
commitment.
"1 think this institution has become more
clear about what the genius of Christian teach-
ing is about," he says, acknowledging the
number of students who not only have
accepted but lived the perspective they
learned at Dordt. For this he gives credit to
God and his many colleagues who have
challenged each other to grow as Christian
college professors.
revelation and how it relates to the role of
humans."
When students catch on to Calvin's vision
they also understand that they are called to be
ongoing reformers, says Vander Stelt.
The excitement of seeing students commit
themselves to such service and action is what
originally enticed Vander Stelt into teaching.
As a pastor in Newmarket, Ontario, Canada, in
the mid-sixties, recently returned from study at
the Free University of Amsterdam, Vander
W hen students
catch on to Calvin's
vision they also
understand that
they are called to be
ongoing reformers,
"
Faculty team shapes new interdisciplinary course
ive members of the social science divi-
sion spent time in Asheville, North
Carolina, this summer. They weren't
vacationing though, they were working inten-
sively on a proposed new interdisciplinary gen-
eral education course in the social sciences.
Appropriately, the five faculty members came
from different departments: Kenneth Bussema
from psychology, Robert Hilbelink from busi-
ness and gccounting, Shirley Huisman-
Jezowski from social work, Donald King, Jr.
from political science, and Jasper Lesage from
economics.
The Dordt team was one of twenty selected
from colleges and universities across the coun-
try who applied to work with consultants in
general education. Such experts increasingly
advocate including interdisciplinary courses in
general education programs.




Commemorating the 100th Anniversary
of Abraham Kuyper's Stone Lectures
featuring the 1998 Stone Lecturer,
Nicholas Wolterstorff, and presentations
by five panels of schoiars.
February 25-28, 1998
at Princeton Theological Seminary
For information, call410~571-6300
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integration, says Dr. Calvin Jongsma, chair; of
the committee that oversees Dordt's general
education program.
"It's important for students to deal with con-
crete issues in settings that cut across disci-
plines, because issues never have just one
aspect to them." Interdisciplinary courses
allow professors, often working in teams, to
step beyond the specialization of their major
and take a more comprehensive view.
Dr. Kenneth Bussema, a psychology profes-
sor and one of the conference attendees, says
he agreed to participate because he likes the
interdisciplinary concept. Much of his interest
stems from his work on student assessment at
Dordt.
"Students are sometimes too passive-want-
ing to be told what to think or believing what
they do because that's what they've been told,"
he says. He believes that in order for them to
be strong Christian leaders in their communi-
ties and in society, they need to be more criti-
cal thinkers, challenging, questioning, and
finding answers that satisfy them. To do that
they need to look at all sides of an issue.
Interdisciplinary courses provide that
opportunity.
Issues such as poverty and public health will
confront each student that graduates from
Dordt, says Dr. Jasper Lesage, dean of the
social sciences and another participant in the
conference. To understand and solve problems
in these areas students must look at the psy-
chological, social, economic, and political
factors that contribute to them.
"This is a shift in emphasis in our social sci-
ence core," says Lesage. "At present, the core
courses also serve as introductions to the
majors. But we are suggesting that instead stu-
dents should first learn the critical thinking
skills that help them see how they and others
form judgements."
Bussema adds, "We want them to be aware
of how they get their information, how they
evaluate it, and what values are loaded in." He
also wants students to realize they have an
obligation to have an opinion and act on it
"Saying we want to live lives of committed
service is all rhetoric if we aren't willing to
act," he adds.
Although such goals are ambitious, the pro-
posed course is willing to tackle them and
challenge students to think in ways they may
not have done before. That may make students
uncomfortable, but Bussema believes the bene-
firs will be noticeable.
"I think we sometimes foster a climate of
passivity and uniformity by assuming we can
always know the correct answer and perspec-
tive." This may make students hesitant to ques-
tion and therefore rob them of the opportunity
to struggle with an idea and evaluate its merit.
That is not to say that there are no correct
answers or that everything is relative.
"The developmental literature shows that
young people usually move from a rigid sense
of right and wrong through a period of ques-
tioning before they settle on their own beliefs."
He quickly admits that there are risks in allow-
ing students to question their beliefs, but
believes that the risks are much greater if they
don't.
"Literature shows that people can only live
someone else's belief system for about ten
years. That is why many people in their late
twenties abandon marriages, jobs, and children
to find themselves-Christians too." So while
it may be scary, Bussema is convinced that
Dordt College is the best place for its students
to question and explore what they believe and
think.
"Where better to ask questions than in a safe
environment where faculty mentors can help
them go through the process as they do their
academic work," Bussema says.
Bussema currently has a reduced teaching
load to work on the new course. If all goes as














Ten Ukrainian college students fromthe Kharkov Pedagogical Universitymade Sioux Center their home during
the month of July. The students, along with
two of their instructors, attended the Dordt
College Summer English Language and
Culture Institute (SELCI).
Arriving in Sioux Center just in time to
enjoy Independence Day picnics and fire-
works with their American hosts, the stu-
dents were immersed in formal SELCI
activities beginning on July 7. The
Ukrainians lived with Sioux Center families,
spending their days in classes on the Dordt
campus or on frequent excursions to experi-
ence Midwest American culture.
Classes included some direct language
study, but students also found many oppor-
tunities to stretch their vocabulary and prac-
tice their usage in classes on such things as
computers, the Bible, Midwestern arts and
crafts, and Native American history.
SELCI organizers also planned field trips
for the participants. They visited art muse-
ums, the Hiawatha Festival at Pipestone
National Monument, and De Soto Bend
wildlife refuge. They attended a worship
service at Mount Zion Baptist Church in
Sioux City as well as services in Sioux
Center.
SELCI director Suzanna Kok explains
that SELCI's goal is to increase English lan-
guage proficiency, introduce students to
American and Midwestern history and cul-
ture, and give them the experience of being
part of the community.
To give students further
irrsightinto life in the
Midwest, Kok and other
planners devised the
Community Involvement
Program (CIP). Two or




showed them an insider's
view of the community.
Some went to a local
supermarket, some to
area schools, some to a
manufacturing company, some to the city
offices. After small groups of students met
with community representatives of these
institutions, they prepared oral reports on
what they'd learned to share with the rest of
the group.
About her contacts with the local hospital,
lryna wrote:
The hospital is not a big one but it is
equipped with all the necessary mod-
em devices and it takes great care of
its patients. They surround them with
love, attention and compassion. The
building is neat and clean, the work is
well organized, and the atmosphere is
positive. You meet friendly people
with smiles on their faces. I don't
think they smile just because they
have to, maybe it makes their lives a
bit easier.
"The Community Involvement Program is
a great way to have a mutual learning expe-
rience," says Kok. "The students learn about
our culture as we learn about them."
The experience will also likely help
them find jobs when they return home, she
adds. People with practical experience and
cultural knowledge of the United States









Twelve Ukrainians participated in the new Summer English Language and Culture Institute. During the
month they were in Sioux Center, they stayed in homes in the community. Also pictured are Dr. and Mrs.
Carl Zylstra and Dr. Rockne Mc earthy.our culture as we
learn about them,
SELCI is an outgrowth of Dordt's ongo-
ing relationship with the Kharkov Pedagogi-
cal University. Since 1993 Dordt has sent
teams of professors and students to teach
English language and culture at the
Ukrainian school. This year's SELCI was
something of a trial run. College officials
expect it to be repeated in future years with
other groups of students, possibly with
Korean students from Kosin, Dordt's sister
college in Korea, or with students from
other countries or immigrant groups.
SELCI more than met Kok's hopes for the
program. Students were appreciative, hosts
were pleased, and community participants
were excited to share information.
"What probably stood out for all of the
Ukrainian visitors was the sense of care and
trust they noticed among people in the com-
munity," says Kok. Many expressed such
thoughts in their final reflections on the
program.
"They were continually amazed, for
example, at the use of checks to pay for
purchases," says Kok. In Ukraine no one
would use anything other than cash because
of the widespread corruption in the system.
Yana wrote:
The people at the bank spent a lot of
time explaining to us how they work
and what they do. It seemed to me that
they all are one big and firm family,
because there is a very friendly and
pleasant atmosphere at the bank. They
work like a well-oiled machine to help
their clients and to make them feel
protected.
She probably summed up the feelings of
many when she wrote:
I lived in Sioux Center for one,
month and I think I will remember it
forever. We've spent a wonderful time
with our host family laughing, playing
games and telling stories. I will
remember the United States as a place
with kind and friendly people. I will
remember Sioux Center as a small
town where one big family lives.
"
New staff take their place on campus
joins the athletic staff as the head women's
volleyball coach. Van Den Bosch's coaching
duties will be done on release time from his
responsibilities in Dordt's admissions office,
where he will be associate director of admis-
sions for special recruitment. In that role, he
will coordinate recruitment of all transfer,
adult, part-time, and international students.
He will also assist in general recruitment at
selected high schools. Van Den Bosch had
been at Western for twenty-seven years,
serving as guidance counselor for the last
thirteen.
Three 1997 Dordt graduates also join the
administration this year. Brian Gulker is a
new addition to the advancement office as a
development representative. Gulker graduated
from Dordt this past year with a degree in
communication.
Corey Westra, also a graduate in commu-
nication, joins two departments at Dordt
College. Westra will be sports information
director in the public relations office as well
as the sports director for KDCR. Westra has
worked as a student for KDCR as the sports
director for the past three years.
Joining the office of admissions is leana
Kats, a 1997 Dordt graduate in business
administration. In the admissions office
Kats will take on the responsibilities of
admissions counselor.
DordtCollege has added sevenemployees to its administrativestaff for the 1997-98 academicSELCI participants presented Dr.
Zylstra with a gift from Ukraine.
year.
Glenn Bouma is the new recreation center
director and takes on responsibility for
scheduling, managing, and oversight of the
newly opened facility. Bouma comes to
Dordt College after twenty-three years at
Unity Christian High School in Orange City,
where he served as athletic director, director
of finance and facilities, and boys basketball
coach.
Working with Bouma in the recreation
center is a new addition to the maintenance
staff, Stan Haak. Haak, a 1992 Dordt gradu-
ate, will be head custodian for the recreation
center. Since graduating from Dordt he has
worked for Luken Drywall and Painting, The
Good Wood Shop, and P & H Wholesale.
John Slegers is the new news director at
KDCR, the Dordt College radio station,
replacing Tim Vos, who has joined the Dordt
College faculty. Slegers comes to KDCR
from KSOU, also in Sioux Center, where he
has worked for many years. Slegers is a
. 1978 graduate of Dordt College with a com-
munication degree.
Tom Van Den Bosch, long-time volleyball
coach at Hull Western Christian High
School, comes to Dordt in a dual role. He
Reflections
Yulia:
"As I understand, every-
thing people do here, they do
thinking of God. And they try
to do the best to be useful for
the community. Their faith
helps them to be good par-
ents and good children, to be
kind to others, and to be
strong and brave in difficult
circumstances. "
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Student services loses' a familiar face
Mrs. Dekkenga retires after twenty-two years
SalIy'Jo~
r-
For Leona Dekkenga, the biggest adjust-ment to retirement is the lack of structurein her day. After twenty-two years as
student services secretary, it just feels strange
not having to be someplace first thing in the
morning, she says.
After four weeks, it still feels a bit like vaca-
tion, she adds-although she's finding that calls
to babysit or provide a meal are starting to come.
"Even when I get up with something in mind,
the day doesn't always go that way," she says,
then adds, "Of course, working in student ser-
vices prepared me for that. Things would always
come up that I'd need to deal with."
Student services staff members deal with many
unexpected things: illnesses, a death in the family,
discipline problems, conflicts, personal difficul-
ties, campus events. Many defy scheduling.
"I often thought, 'If only the phone would stop
ringing for a few minutes I could get something
done.' But the phone was my work." she says.
But in between the phone calls and letters to
type and memos to send, many other duties filled
her day. For years Dekkenga coordinated the
campus calendar, organizing a planning meeting
and keeping a central calendar updated to avoid
conflicts. She also scheduled reservations of
campus facilities for both internal and outside
use. Every Monday morning she had to have a
list of what rooms were reserved for what times
so that maintenance could have them ready.
Helping students with PLIA, the student-run
spring break service organization, also took time.
She kept the files, showed them how to keep
records, and even threw in some advice on the
side. And then there were all the little things-






The favorite part of her job, though, was meet-
ing students from all over the country. She
learned the names of many students and came to
know some very well-workstudy students,
Student Forum and PLIA members, and a few
others who frequented the office of the vice pres-
ident for student affairs regularly.
"There are wonderful students here," she says.
"1 don't mind putting the future in their hands at
all."
Dekkenga saw many changes over her twenty-
two years in student services. One of those was
learning to work with a new dean or vice presi-
dent for students affairs, as the position came to
be known more recently. Although adjustments
had to be made, they added interest to her job.
Each brought something different to the
position, she says.
She recalls with a chuckle an incident during
Dr. Nick Kroeze's tenure as vice president.
"He always used a dictaphone to dictate let-
ters," she says. "One morning I put the tape in
and this is what I heard." She clicks on the tape
recorder. After telling her the letter was to Dr.
Sung Soo Kim in Korea, Kroeze began to dictate
in words that sounded Korean. To this day
- Dekkenga has no idea if they were real or not,
but she knew immediately they demanded a
planned response.
"I took out a Gideon Bible with John 3:16
printed in many languages in the front, copied
the characters and put them on letterhead with
the correct address and sent it back to him for his
signature," she recalls. That was the last she
heard of that.
One of the biggest changes over the years,
however, was the change in technology.
"Computers are so wonderful," she says
recalling the days when she had to plan much
farther ahead to get anything duplicated. Ditto
For years, Leona Dekkenga sat behind the front desk in the student services office.
and mimeograph machines still make her shud-
der, and she recalls when the daily news page,
"Today," was acrually called "Today Tomorrow,"
because they to run it off at four o'clock to have
it out early the next morning.
The only disadvantage to computers is that
the faster it's possible to get something done
the higher people's expectations become. "Even
though the computer cut down our work, the
load didn't seem to change. There was always
more than enough to do."
Dekkenga knows that before long she'll
probably have more than enough to do-even in
retirement. But for now she occasionally misses
the camaraderie of working with a group of peo-
ple who felt as strongly about Dordt College and
its students as she did.
"I don't know of anywhere 1 would rather




future in their hands
at all.
By the time the 1997 track team mem-bers had crossed the last finish lines forthe season, they had broken eleven top
records and gained twenty-eight top ten spots.
"Normally in a year, we break one or two
records," said track coach Syne Altena, "but we
had a good group. That was quite a feat to break
eleven of those records in one year."
Listed here are the new top records:
Men
1500 Meters: Jeff Surnmerhays 3:59.06


















Men's golf team qualifies for national meet
For the first time in school history theDordt College men's golf team has quali-fied for the NAIA National Golf Meet
this spring in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Dordt College won the South Dakota-Iowa
Conference championship at the Madison, South
Dakota, Country Club on October 2 and 3.
Dordt won the conference title by one stroke
over host Dakota State and Westmar, finishing
with a two day total of 645 while Dakota State
and Westruar each finished with a total of 646.
Dordt's David Kooiman, a sophomore from
Orange City, Iowa, was the top Dordt finisher
with a 154 (runner-up medalist).
Women
Sarah Pluim800 Meters: 2:11.68
4:41.25
4:02.98
Along with Kooiman, Dordt College's
national qualifying team consists of: David
Altena, a freshman from Hull, Iowa; Jasou
Visser, a senior from Taber, Alberta, Canada;
Mark Pluimer, a senior from Willmar,
Minnesota; Dean Kooima, a senior from Doon,
Iowa; and Eric Haveman, a freshman from
Hull, Iowa. The Dordt men are coached by
Abe Bos who has been with the program since
its start in 1975.
The National Golf Meet will be held May
19-22 at the Tulsa Country Club in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, as part of the 1998 NAIA Spring
Championship Games.
Kalie Gaskill named NAIA
National Player-of-the- Week
Dordt freshman KalieGaskill from Sioux City,Iowa, was named the
NAIA National Player-of-the-Week
for women's soccer for the week of
October 13-18.
The former Sioux City North High
School prep netted seven goals in
three Dordt wins, earning her the
national honor.
Gaskill has 21 goals for the year,
and with every goal, she adds to the
school scoring record.
Kalie was also named the Great Plains
Regional Player-of-the- Week which qualified
her for the NAIA national honor.
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On October 10, Dr. John Kok, philosophy
professor and new dean of the humanities,
presented his paper "Differences a Christian
Perspective Makes for the Social Sciences" at a
Christian Scholarship Conference sponsored by
Christian Leadership Ministries held at the
University of Colorado-Boulder. On October
31 he presented a paper, "John Locke's
Enlightened Reasons for Religious Toleration,"
at a Geneva College conference marking its
sesquicentennial: Minds and Souls-The
Enlightenment and Contemporary Christian
Higher Education.
Engineering professor Dr. Charles Adams
chaired a Liberal Education Division session at
the annual meeting of the American Society for
Engineering Education (ASEE) in Milwaukee
on June 17, 1997. At that conference he also
presented a paper titled "The Role of the
Humanities in Distinguishing Science from
Engineering Design in the Minds of
Engineering Students."
Adams gave the second keynote address at
the Institute for Christian Studies 39th Annual
Ontario Summer Conference in August. His
title was "Reading the Subway Walls and
Redirecting Communication Technology." He
also led a workshop titled "The Time is Out of
Joint: Suggestions for Rehumanizing
Dehumanizing Technology."
On October 2, at Northwestern College in
Orange City, Iowa, Adams gave a chapel
address titled "Technology, Techno-nerds
and the Engineering of Warm-Fuzzies" in
connection with their Issue Awareness Council
sponsored "Techno-Week." Later that week he
served on a panel discussing the role of mod-
em technology in the lives of Christians.
Agriculture professor Duane Bajema
attended the three-day national conference of
the National Association of College Teachers
of Agriculture held in Ames, Iowa, in June.
The purpose of the conference was to improve
teaching quality by sharing the results of
research, experiences, and ideas of people
who teach agriculture. A major theme of this
year's conference was the impact and use of
distance education in the agricultural sector.
Education professor Dr. John Van Dyk has
conducted a variety of workshops for educators
across North America and beyond. In May he
presented workshops (via translator) on teach-
ing Christianly for Russian students at Open
Christianity in St. Petersburg, Russia. In
August he led a two-day inservice on teaching
strategies for staff of Hamilton District
Christian High School in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada. And in September he participated in a
meeting in The Netherlands to help design the
first Christian teacher education program in St.
Petersburg.
In October, Van Dyk conducted workshops
on Christian classroom practice (questioning
techniques and setting of goals/objectives) at
the Tri-State Teachers Institute held at Dordt
and led workshops on leaming styles and
teaching styles at the B.C./Washington
Christian Teachers Convention in Abbotsford,
B.C. He also gave the keynote address at the
annual meeting of Iowa private school admin-
istrators in Des Moines.
Mathematics professors Dr. Willis Alberda
and Dr. Calvin Jongsma were invited to
attend the Project Kaleidoscope (PKAL)
Workshop on ''The Future of Mathematics in
Undergraduate Education" held at St. Mary's
College in Moraga, California, from June 12-
14, 1997. The two attended in order to help
Dordt's mathematics department further
develop aspects of its program review. The
specific question addressed was this: how can
we improve our program to attract more
students to take mathematics courses and to
prepare them better for careers that use mathe-
matics? While there, they developed goals and
initiatives that relate to recruitment, advising,
curriculum and pedagogy, and extracurricular
activities. They hope to implement these ideas
over the next two years.
In May, director of graduate education
Dr. Jack Fennema presented a paper titled
''The Christian's Answer to Post-Modernism
Begins with a Word-the Logos" at the Heart
and Mind Conference of the Ontario Bible
College in Toronto, Ontario. In August, he
collaborated with two Pella Christian School
teachers in presenting a three-day curriculum
writing workshop at a classical Christian
school in Kansas City, Kansas.
Dr. Rick Eigenbrood returns to the position
in the Dordt education and psychology depart-
ments that he had held since 1982, after taking
a year's hiatus as professor of education at
Whitworth College in Spokane, Washington.
earns Ph.D. from Carleton
History professor Hubert Krygsmancompleted requirements for his Ph.D.this summer from Carleton University
in Ottawa, Canada. In his dissertation titled
"Freedom and Grace: Canadian Protestant
Thought in Canada, 1900-1960," Krygsman
explored how mainline Protestantism came to
terms with modern society in the twentieth
century.
"In the nineteenth century Canadian
Protestants identified closely with Canadian
culture. By the twentieth century that had
changed," he says.
Focusing primarily on intellectual themes,
Krygsman discovered a new sense of tension
between Christianity and Canadian culture
in the twentieth century, especially after
1930. World War I, the intellectual crisis of
liberal Protestantism, the depression, and
World War II all led Protestant scholars to
try to disentangle Christianity from increas-
ing cultural assimilation. By the 1950s
United Church scholars led a new effort
to moralize Canadian culture. From their
liberal Protestant background, they asserted
a modem Augustinian tension between
the spiritual and temporal life that in tum
led Protestant scholars like C.N. Cochran
and Northrup Frye to equate the life of the
spirit with a life of freedom, imagination,
and creativity, says Krygsman. Today that
attitude has translated itself into a spirit of
tolerance, care for the poor, and moral con-
cerns-understood from a liberal Protestant
position.
The Presbyterian Church, on the other
hand, adopted a neo-orthodoxy that asserted
the exclusive claims of the Word of God,
sharply distinguished from cultural and even
moral forms.
Krygsman's interest in what happened to
mainline Protestantism after Canadian culture
became secular fiIls a historical hole. People
have written about the impact of evangelical-
ism and fundamentalism on culture, but little
has been done on mainline denominations,
he says.
Krygsrnan's dissertation has had some
concrete impact on his teaching. His research
made him familiar with theological and
philosophical developments in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.
"Canadian history is very eclectic," he
adds. "You need to be aware of British,
European, and American ideas to understand
what is going on in Canada." This has pre-
pared him for teaching American intellectual
history as well as Western civilization courses
and a course in the history of American
evangelicalism.
/
Music professor Dr. Henry Duitman lead a
two-day CSI District V workshop titled "New
Technologies for Music Educators" at Pella
Christian High School on June 11 and 12.
Biology professor Dr. Delmar Vander Zee
was a participant in the Life Science Bioethics
Institute (LSBI) held at Michigan State
University on May 13-17, 1997. The LSBI
was established first at Iowa State University
to bring speakers and professors together from
several departments. Its focus is non-medical
bioethics, namely those questions dealing with
agriculture and environment. The institute is
now brought to other university campuses
with National Science Foundation funding
support. This enables professors and
researchers at other places to follow up
through workshops and course development.
During the first week of August, Vander
Zee attended the annual meeting of the
American Society of Plant Physiologists held
in Vancouver, British Columbia. The meeting
included professional groups from Australia
and Japan.
Music professor Dr. Joan Ringerwole
spent part of her summer working with
younger students. During the month of July,
she was a faculty member for the Pipe Organ
Encounter, a week of organ lessons and activi-
ties for junior high and high school students
held on the campus of Augustana College in
Sioux Falls. The group spent one morning at
Dordt College, where Ringerwole gave a
recital and Pamela Ruiter Feenstra (' 82) gave
a slide presentation on European organs.
Ringerwole and adjunct instructor Mary
Lou Wielenga taught junior high students in
the Dordt Discovery Days organ camp held on
campus in June.
Ringerwole also gave a workshop presen-
tation at the United Methodist Church in
Sioux Falls on repertoire from the second
edition of her Organ Bibliography. About
twenty students attended from many different
states.
Christianity Today printed one of English
professor Dr. James C. Schaap's stories,
"Homecoming," in the September 1 issue. The
piece was their first fiction piece ever published.
Along with Doris Betts and six other
writers, Schaap read from his fiction and
discussed the writer's voice at the annual
Wheaton College Literary Conference, held at
Wheaton in September.
The new bi-weekly Banner, the magazine of
the Christian Reformed Church, contained
Schaap's essay "Respecting our Mystery," his
first essay as a newly appointed contributing
editor.
Communication professor Tim P. Vos was
elected by the membership of the Iowa
Broadcast News Association to be the
"CollegelUniversity" representative on the
association's board of directors. Vos is the
liaison between professional broadcast journal-
ists and broadcast journalism educators in
Iowa.
Volleyball coach Tom Van Den Bosch
was the featured speaker for the volleyball
section at the National High School Coaches
Association meeting held in June in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota. VanDen Bosch's speeches
were titled "How to choose your high school
team without having upset parents" and
"Learning your ABC's of volleyball."
On June 6, HPER professor Dr. Tom Visker
gave a presentation at the Conference on
Christianity, Leisure, Sport and Wellness held
at Messiah College in Grantham, Pennsylvania.
The sectional was titled "God Wants Your
Body: A Biblical Foundation for Wellness."
Visker also led a sectional titled "Sport
Education: Practicing What We Preach-A
Christian Approach to Teaching Sport," at the





Math professor turns English prof in China
Kirsten Vander Giessen
After thirty-one years of teaching math atthe college level, teaching English inChina is not a typical step for a veteran
professor to take.
However, that is the choice Professor Arnold
Veldkamp and his wife, Helen, made when they
decided to spend eleven months in Guong Zhou,
known in the West as Canton.
Working with an organization called
Educational Resources and Referrals China
(E.R.R.c.), the Veldkamps gathered funds and
made preparations to spread the gospel to
Chinese university students. According to
Veldkamp, "[The students] have heard of
Christianity, but they don't know what it's about.
They've never heard the Good News."
At sixty-one years of age, Veldkamp explained
that timing played a major role in making the trip
possible. With no house payments to make and
no children at home to worry about, this point
in their lives was ideal. "You can break: away
easier," said Veldkamp.
Also important was the strong desire of both
him and his wife to go. Speaking of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, Lynden, Washington, and
Sioux Center, Iowa, Veldkamp said, "We'd both
lived in communities all our lives that were
Christian communities. [In China], we had a
chance to talk to people who had never heard the
gospel before."
The target of their mission was the students
they taught. Although the classroom would seem
to be one of the most useful ways to evangelize,
the Chinese government limited its use. "It was
in our contract that we weren't supposed to pros-
elytize in the classroom," said Veldkamp. "The
only way we could evangelize in the classroom,"
he explained, "was when a holiday came-
Thanksgiving, for example. Then we spent most
of the class period talking about the origin of the
holiday and what it meant to us."
The holiday discussions were easily integrated
into the class, which was a listening and speaking
class. Other methods included writing journals,
playing vocabulary games, and listening to sto-
ries and answering questions afterward. "They
thought we were the most innovative teachers in
the world," said Veldkamp, "because Chinese
teachers never do anything but lecture."
Outside the classroom, the Veldkamps became
friends with many of the students by going to
their activities-like ping-pong tournaments-or
by inviting the students over to their apartment to
visit and eat popcorn (only with chopsticks, of
course).
"Their teachers never did that, so they thought
that was great," said Veldkamp.
Through this type of contact with the students,
many stereotypes of Americans were destroyed.
"Our students got to know us ... and they would
give us cards at Christmas time or when we left,
or they would write in their journals about how
impressed they were with America now that they
had seen some real Americans," Veldkamp said.
"Most of their knowledge of Americans comes
from movies or TV," he explained, "so it's very
slanted-a lot of violence; divorce is rampant;
and sex with people outside of marriage is just
the accepted standard. They were very surprised
that my wife and I had been married forty years."
Despite the misconceptions about Americans,
it was much easier to break down the cultural
barriers than it was to break down the religious
barriers. Most of the students were Buddhists or
atheists. In the face of the
gospel, "their response was
'That's interesting,''' said
Veldkamp. "Some of them
just spouted the party line:
there is no god; what you
see is what you get."
Even though the govern-
ment does limit the ability




Bosch, who spent eight
weeks in ELIC's summer
program: the Chinese gov-
ernment has faith that their
years of training in atheism
and communism won't be overcome
by a few Christian teachers from the West.
In fact, "they like to hire Christians," said
Veldkamp, "because they are conscientious and
hard-working."
The Veldkamps did see some promising results
from their efforts. "My wife had one student
who became a Christian," Veldkamp said, "but
her grandmother had been a Christian, so it was
kind of like seeing the fruits of somebody else's
work." They took the students who showed an
interest to the Chinese church. "On Christmas
Eve, we had over a dozen students who went
with us," said Veldkamp.
Hoping to continue some of the same relation-
ships with the students, Veldkamp is retiring
early so that he and his wife can return to China
next year. "Our students were freshmen and
sophomores in college," said Veldkarnp, "so
they'll still be there."
Mathematics Professor Arnold Veldkamp and his wife, Helen,
spent last academic year teaching English in China...
Nine new professors join the Dordt College faculty for 1997-98
Alan Aukeman fills a
one-year position in the
English department
replacing Dr. John Van
Rys, who is on a leave
of absence for work and
study. Aukeman is a
native of Hudsonville,
Michigan, and a gradu-
ate of Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan. He has just completed
a master's degree in English at Michigan State
University.
Bret Dorhout comes
to the Dordt music
department from
Rochester, New York,
where he completed his




acted as a departmental
assistant in musicology at the same school. Prior
to entering Eastman, Dorhout attended Dordt,
where he received a BA in music in 1991. He,
too, is filling a short-term position, replacing Dr.
Karen De Mol, who will be on leave during the
fall semester.
Erik Hoekstra is a
new member of the busi-
ness department special-
izing in management.
Hoekstra holds a B.A.
degree from Trinity
Christian College in
Illinois and an M.BA
in international manage-
ment from the Rotterdam School of Management
at Erasmus University. He was the chief operat-




a new position in the
psychology department.
A graduate of Calvin
College in 1989, she
received a master's in
social and academic psy-
chology from the
University of Illinois at
Chicago, where she also
worked as a teaching assistant in research meth-
ods. Lantinga is scheduled to complete a doctor-
ate in psychology.
Arnold Sikkema
came to Sioux Center
from Florida, where he
was a postdoctoral asso-
ciate with the Institute
for Fundamental Theory
in the department of
physics at the University
of Florida. He received
his bachelor of science
degree from the University of Waterloo in
Ontario, Canada, and holds a Ph.D. in theoretical
physics from the University of British Columbia,
where he also served as a teaching assistant.
He comes to a new position in the department of
chemistry, physics, and planetary science at
Dordt.
Thomas Soerens, a new member of the
theology department,
is a Wisconsin native
whose career in ministry
has included a four-year
pastorate in Cedar,
Iowa, and fourteen years




Soerens holds a B.A. in
Spanish from Calvin College, and an M.Div.
and Th.M. degree from Calvin Seminary.
Mark Tazelaar has spent the past five years
teaching philosophy at colleges in the Chicago
area, while earning his PhD. from Loyola
University. His teaching responsibilities
were at Trinity Christian College, Loyola
University, Triton College, and Morton College.
In addition to his PhD., Tazelaar earned a
B.A. in philosophy from Trinity Christian
College in 1983 and an M.A. in philosophy
with a concentration in historical studies from
Loyola University.
Jim Vanderwoerd comes to the Dordt social
work department from a position as research









and Calvin College in
Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Vanderwoerd went on to earn his
master's of social work from Wilfrid Laurier in
1991.
Timothy Vos joins the Dordt communication
faculty this year after serving the college for
eleven years as news director at KDCR, the
college's 100,OOO-watt FM radio station. Vos
graduated from Dordt College in 1984 with a
degree in philosophy and political science
and a minor in communication. From 1992
to 1994 he took a leave from KDCR to earn
his master's from the School of Journalism at
the University ofIowa. During that time he













Dordt 2000 is a five-year,
$16 million campaign to
provide additional campus
facilities. meet the annual
fund goals, and increase
the endowment.
Lyle Gritter'S
Vice President for CoUegeAdvancement
We are grateful to God to report thatthe Dordt 2000 Campaign passedthe $13.5 million mark during the
month of September, reaching a total of
$13,627,000 by October 1. The flow of new
pledges and gifts continues and certainly
positions us to be able to reach the $16 mil-
lion goal if this pace continues.
Matching Gifts Fund
The Matching Gifts Fund has received
commitments totaling $922,000 from mem-
bers of the three campaign leadership
groups-the Campaign Cabinet, the National
Leadership Committee, aod the National
Alumni Committee-as well as from a num-
ber of other friends.
This program has stimulated excitement
and many new pledges and gifts. As of
October I (nine months into the program),
close to $500,000 in new or increased pledges
has been generated by the Matching
Challenge Program. This amount has been
matched with nearly $256,000 from the
Matching Fund itself.
The fund provides matching gifts for all
new and increased Dordt 2000 pledges and
gifts of $500 as follows:
Gifts of Matching Amount
$500-$999 25%
$1000 or more 50%
Dordt Development
Foundation Component
The Dordt Development Foundation (DDF)
is the primary means whereby businesses in
the region provide financial support for Dordt
College., Foundation.members make an,
annual charitable gift of $250 or more to
Dordt College. Currently, DDF members'
gifts are directed toward the Dordt 2000
Campaign.
During the early stages of the Dordt 2000
Campaign, the DDF Leadership Committee,




Dordt College is seeking Christian academicians for openings beginning August 1998.
History: a position teaching Western civilization, introductory and upper-level European
history courses, and introductory non-Western history courses. Ph.D. preferred.
Business Administration: a position teaching management and marketing. Persons with
education and experience in other areas of business are encouraged to apply. Ph.D. preferred.
Mathematics: a position teaching introductory and upper-level mathematics courses. Ph.D.
and the ability to incorporate an applied/modeled emphasis in the curriculum are preferred.
Music: a one-year position with responsibilities for choir and teaching music history and a
general education arts course.
Theology: a position to teach general education courses in biblical theology and upper-level
courses in biblical studies, missions, and Greek. Ph.D. in theology or religion.
Review of candidates begins November 10.
Registrar: The position is vacant as the result of the tragic death of Douglas M. Eckardt.
Responsibilities include such areas as academic advising; planning, organizing, and manag-
ing a computer-based information system for student registration and records. Candidates
with a graduate degree and experience in academia as faculty or administrator are preferred.
Position available as early as January 1. Actual beginning date is flexible.
Director of Institutional Research and Planning: a new position as a professional staff
assistant to the President. Responsibilities include analyzing educational, demographic, and
social trends; developing initiatives in response to changes in the educational and social
environment; monitoring campus diversity; coordinating studies for institutional accredita-
tion. Qualifications: a graduate degree and experience as faculty in higher education or as
administrator in higher or secondary education. Review of candidates will begin January 5.
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philoso-
phy are encouraged to send a letter of interest that provides evidence of that commitment
and a curriculum vitae to Dr. Rockne McCarthy, Dordt College, 498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux
Center, IA 51250; facsimile: 712-722-4496; e-mail; vpaa@dordt.edu.
Dordt College is an equal opportunity employer and encourages application by women and minorities
DORDT COLLEGE
498 4th Avenue NE
12 Voice
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 712-722-6333
of raising $985,000 for the new recreation
center, the centerpiece of the capital improve-
ments portion of the campaign. By the end of
the 1996-97 fiscal year, foundation members
listed in this report raised a cumulative total
of $950,000 and hope to go over the goal
during the 1997-98 year.
Campaign Fund-Raising Staff
The college development staff is busy
with campaign fund-raising activities for the
1997-98 year. Staff members include Mark
Buss, Wes Fopma, Brian Gulker, and Dave
Vander Werf. Two retired college staff
members, Harold De Wit and Jim
Koldenhoven, will be working part time
this year making fond-raising calls. As the
campaign director, Gritters will continue
to be involved in campaign planning and
fond-raising calls along with the rest of
the staff.
Raising the Last $2.5 Million
To the thousands of constituents who have
already participated in the cam-
paign, thanks for your commit-
ment to Dordt and your loyal sup-
port. Because of your generosity,
this campaign has already raised
$4 million more than the $9.5
million raised in Dordt's last cam-
paign, the New Horizons
Campaign. God has richly
blessed Dordt College through
you.
To the many constituents
who will be contacted over the
next few years, we need your
participation in raising the last
$2.5 million Please respond
generously when you are invited
to a dinner or contacted by one




Director of Planned Giving
On August 5, President Clinton signedinto law the Tax Relief Act of 1997(TRA '97). It is quite possible this act
will affect your personal tax situation as well
as how you save for college tuition.
Here are some of changes to the tax code:
1. A new type of IRA was created.
Funded with after-tax dollars, Roth IRA con-
tributions are not deductible, but withdrawals
will oot be taxed if the funds remain in the
account for more than five years and with-
drawals are made either after age 59 1/2, for
the purchase of a first home, or to pay educa-
tional expenses. Withdrawals are not required
to begin at age 70 1/2. Eligibility for the Roth
IRA begins phasing out for married taxpayers
with adjusted gross income of $150,000 and
single taxpayers with adjusted gross income
of $95,000.
2. Several provisions in TRA '97 will
help pay for tuition costs. A credit of up to
$1500 a year for a student's first two years of
college will be available, and a $1000-$2000
lifetime learning credit is available for later
years. The credit begins phasing out for mar-
ried taxpayers with incomes above $80,000 or
singles with incomes above $50,000.
Taxpayers who meet income ceilings will be
eligible to deduct up to $2,500 of interest
paid on student loans. An education savings
account similar to an IRA permits parents to
contribute up to $500 annually per child.
Contributions are not tax deductible, but earn-
ings are tax free.
/
The development staff includes:
Mark Buss, Lyle Gritters, Brian
Gulker, Wes Fopma, and Dave
Vander Werf,
3. The 15% excise tax on excess with-
drawals from IRAs and retirement plans
during life and excess accumulations at death
has been eliminated.
4. The capital gains tax on appreciated
securities is reduced from a maximum rate
of 28% to a 20% rate on assets held more
than eighteen months, with a further drop
to 18% scheduled to take effect startiog in
2006 on assets held more than five years.
5. The unified credit which shielded
estates from estate taxes will be raised in
increments from $600,000 to $1,000,000
by 2006.
6. Previously, the gain on the sale of the
taxpayer's principal residence could be
deferred by the purchase of aoother home
of equal or greater value within two years.
Taxpayers 55 and over were entitled to a
one-time exemption of up to $125,000 of
gain on the sale of a principal residence.
These provisions have been replaced in
the TRA '97 by ao exemption of the first
$500,000 of capital gain in a principal
residence ($250,000 for single taxpayers).
The ramifications of TRA '97 make this a
good year to consider making a significant
gift to Dordt College. We can help you plan
such a gift. If you would like more informa-
tion, please contact us at 1-800-343-6738
(select option 3 in response to the recording)
or at 712-722-6023. If you wish more com-
plete information we would be happy to
include you in our regular mailing of the
"Steward."
October 1997
Notes and news from the alumni director
Judy Hagey
Ifyou're like most alumui, it's probablysafe to assume that the first page you tumto upon receiving the Voice is the class
notes. The sense of family we felt as Dordt
students continues beyond our time on cam-
pus, prompting us to keep up with important
events in one another's lives. It's interesting
to note the progression of our lives through
the marriages and future defenders stages and
the transitions in Alumni Notes. Perhaps you
smile, as I do, when I notice individuals who
seem a decade or
so out of step










he may have a
different
timetable for our lives than we've devised.
The Dordt community and we as alumni
are vividly reminded of that in the memorial
tribute to Doug Eckardt in this issue. If we
were to name graduates "most likely to ...,"
Doug would have qualified for the most
memorable. With his unique walk and laugh,
penchant for detail, and sense of humor,
Doug was someone you couldn't forget. He
was passionate about Dordt's perspective and
completely committed to serving the king-
dom with integrity and excellence.
While we struggle to understand Doug's
seemingly untimely death, we're also chal-
lenged to rededicate ourselves to whole-
hearted service and conviction-whatever




The set, the director, the behind-the-
scenes antics, crazy actors, and crazier cast
parties. From Shakespeare to Ibsen, the the-
ater productions at Dordt have created fond
memories for many. Graduates too numerous
to list here have participated in theater pro-
ductions over the years; some were theater
arts majors, others merely had an interest in
the art, and a few were recruited out of
necessity. All brought energy and enthusiasm
to their roles.
For several years the theater arts depart-
ment kept track of these talented people,
updating them with tidbits from each other's
lives, including marriages, births, employ-
ment changes, and prayer requests.
Information about current Dordt productions
was also passed along, and supporters
remained loyal. "Followspot" became the
department newsletter, a huge undertaking by
several editors, from Arlin De Groot to Dr.
James (Dr. K.) Koldenhoven.
Once again the theater arts department
would like to make regular contact with its
past participants-majors or otherwise-
informing them of college productions and
passing along news of old friends. If you are
interested in receiving "Followspot" please
respond by sending a written update of your
drama activity and personal notes to: Theater
Arts, Followspot; Dordt College; 498 4th Ave
NE; Sioux Center, IA 51250.
October 1997
Alumni Association Board
Balloting to fill open seats in regions one,
three, and five on the alumni association
board is complete. Take time to read the pro-
files of these new board members. They are
your liaison to the alumni association. Feel
free to pass on your comments and sugges-
tions to them.
Thanks go to Kathy Sybesma ('86),
Gailen Veurink ('90), Evan Vande Haar ('86),
and Kelli Schuttinga ('71) for their four years
of service on the board.
The color insert in this issue of the
Voice is the result of a suggestion and encour-
agement from the board. Because Dordt
alumni are scattered across North America
and most are not within an easy drive of cam-
pus, the board felt alumni would appreciate
the opportunity to purchase Dordt apparel
and other gift items available at the book-
store. We hope you enjoy the catalog.
Survey reminder
Last spring the alumni office sent
surveys to the 1O,000-plus alumni in the
database. To date, some 2700 have been
returned-a 27 percent response rate. If
you're one of the 7000 or so who has not
returned a survey, please take a few minutes
to complete it and drop it in the mail. The
information you provide helps us do a better
job of keeping in touch with you. If you've
misplaced your survey and need another one,
contact the alumni office. Phone 712-722-
6022; e-mail alumni@dordt.edu.
Invitation to nominate a
distinguished alumnus/a
Since 1992 Dordt has selected one
alumnus/a for the Distinguished Alumni
Series. This individual is invited back to cam-
pus to share their experiences and expertise
with the Dordt community. If you know of an
alumnus/a who is demonstrating a life that
exemplifies the perspective and commitment
which Dordt seeks to develop in its students
and who has expertise or experiences which
could be shared for the benefit of the college
community, please let us know about him or
her-include the person's name, address,
profession/occupation and why this person
should be considered for the Distinguished
Alumni Series.















as half-time English as a Second Language
teacher in South Sioux City, Nebraska. She is
currently working on her master's at
Morningside College in Sioux City, Iowa.
Peggy is married to Dave Boxum. They
have one daughter, Autumn Lynn, who is six
months old. The Boxums attend Le Mars
Christian Reformed Church where they teach
Tot's Worship. As a family they love outdoors















British Columbia. Previously, he served as
a teacher and principal for nineteen years.
Henry and his wife, Jan, have two
children, David, a high school senior,
and Michelle, a high school junior.
They belong to Hillside Christian
Reformed Church, a new church in the
Vancouver area, where Henry serves as
treasurer and small group leader. Henry
enjoys skiing, reading, hiking, and cheering
















Dave and his wife, Jill (Anerna), live in
Sheldon, Iowa, where they are actively
involved in their church and in community
sports. Dave officiates for freshman and
junior varsity games. He is also part of a
singing group called 5-4-1, a quintet that will














with Bethany Christian Services.
Julie and her husband, Joel, have two
children, Jessa, 4, and Luke, I 1/2. They
are very involved with the Des Moines
Christian Reformed Church and jointly
fill the position of controller. Julie enjoys
spending all of her free time with her
family-biking, walking, traveling, and
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Thursday, January 8, 1998










Friday, Jannary 9, 1998
• 10:30 a.m. assembly at
Central Wisconsin
Christian High School
301 Fox Lake Rd.
Waupun, Wise.





Saturday, January 10, 1998





Sunday, January 11, 1998





Monday, Jannary 12, 1998
• 9:45 a.m. assembly at
Willmar Community
High School
2701 NW 30th Street
Willmar, Minn.






Dordt Alumni in Ontario: The
Dordt Blades will be touring
in Ontario during the semester
break in early Ianuary. Watch
for more information in the
mail and plan to attend a
game near you.
Save the following dates to
come back to campus and











mailed to all children of
alums in late January.
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1960s JelT and Annette (Pol) Wensley ( '79,'80) live
in Calgary, Alberta, where Jeff is a senior business
analyst for Pan Canadian Petroleum Limited, in the
Corporate Development Group. Annette is a home-
maker and is homeschooling three of their five
children, Stephen, 11; Sarah, 8; Robert, 6; Rachel,
5; and William, who is almost one.
Douglas Westra ('85) has been accepted into a
Ph.D. program in mechanical engineering at the
University of Arizona. He will be studying
directional solidification of alloys, which is what
he focused on for the past three-and-a-half years at
NASA. Doug also plans to minor in materials
science and engineering.
John and Marcia (Bultman) Greydanus (' 86,
ex.'86) live in Shiprock, New Mexico, with their
four children, Abigail, 10; Gabriel, 7; Timothy, 3;
and Luke, two months. Marcia home-schools their
children, and John is the pastor at Bethel CRC, a
church on the Navajo reservation in northwest New
Mexico.
Gaylin Den Onden ('67) joined The Bible
League recently as a regional field director for
seven states in the upper Midwest. He is a former
teacher for Central Christian Schools in Prinsburg,
Minnesota, where he now lives, and a former
Minnesota state representative.
Navy Captain Kenneth Verbrugge ('69) recently
graduated from the National War College in
Washington, D.C., with a master of arts in national
security and strategic studies.
1980s
Mailing Note Koob and Ruth (Roemmich,'80) Borgeling areliving in Italy, where Koob is assigned to Caserma
Ederle in Vicenza. Koob just returned from a year-
long deployment to Zagreb, Croatia. Ruth
remained in Italy during that time with their four
children, Joshua, 10; Jonathan, 8; Elizabeth, 6; and
Luke, 4. In addition to homeschooling their own
children, the BorgeIings are involved in starting an
organization for homeschoolers in their area. They
are also happy to report that they made a few new
friends by following a vehicle with a Calvin
Alumni sticker on it to the military housing area.
Wilma de Waal ('81) is living in Kugluktuk,
Northwest Territories, where she is helping to set
up programs for behaviorally and academically
challenged teens. For most of the past sixteen
years, she has taught at many different levels and
traveled all over the world, from Morocco to
Portugal, during summer vacations. In 1995,
she completed her master of education degree in
educational administration at the University of
Alberta in Edmonton. She is currently working
toward her Ph.D.
Daniel Zinkand ('81) is living in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, and working as a journalist for Iowa Fanner
Today. Last May and June, he had the privilege of
being the only print journalist invited to the U.S.
Feed Grains Council's trade mission to Korea,
Taiwan, and Japan. Also, in May, Daniel served as
the coordinator of a beef promotion fund-raiser in
cooperation with the Iowa Beef Industry Council
and WMT-AM 600. The event raised more than
$1,800 for the Madge Phillips Center for Homeless
Women and Children in Cedar Rapids. In July,
Daniel, along with Iowa Farmer Today, received
the Merit Award for Communications from the Soil
and Water Conservation Society.
1970sMany of you are
receiving this issue of the
Dordt College Voice
because you are a member
of the Christian Reformed
Church. If you do not
receive all four issues
of the Voice and would
like to do so, we invite




write: Dordt College Voice,
498 4th Ave, NE, Sioux
Center, Iowa, 51250.
In an attempt to be
better stewards of money
and resources, we have
tried to eliminate duplicate
copies going to ~e same
address. Alums for whom
we have no forwarding
address other than their
parents will not receive a
separate copy. If you have
alumni children who do not
receive the Voice, please
send us their address and
we will be happy to mail
them a copy.
Because we use two
mailing lists for this
October's issue, we cannot
guarantee no duplicates,
but we are doing everything
possible from our end to
send you only one copy.
Any assistance you can
gi ve us in getting us
.. correct addresses saves
time and money. Thanks
for your help.
John and Bev (Wedell) Bandstra ('75, '75) live
in Vancouver, British Columbia, where John man-
ages the Vancouver branch of Bandstra Moving
Systems. Bev works for the Society of Christian
Schools in B.C. They have four children.
Roger and Barb (Eskes) Tinklenberg ('75,'75)
live in Westminster, Colorado. Roger is the city
administrator for Federal Heights, Colorado. Barb
works as a librarian and computer teacher for
Denver Christian Schools. The Tinklenbergs have
four children.
Andrew and Janet (Bandstra) Dreise('86,'88) live
in Chatsworth, Ontario. Andrew runs his own carpen-
try business, and Janet is at home with their children:
Emily, 6; Jodi, 4; Caleb, 2; and Beth, one month.
Julie Peterson ('88) has joined the Coalition of
Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU) as the
director of communications. Julie is an alum of the
CCCU American Studies Program.
Randy and Carol (Westendorp,'88) Struyk are
living in Dunnville, Ontario. Carol teaches grades
four and five at Dunnville Christian School, and
Randy drives a truck for Westbrook Floral in
Grimsby, Ontario.
Dan and Jan (DeWeerd,'88) Vander Schaaf live
in Hudsonville, Michigan, where Dan is a territory
manager for CMI, Inc. Jan is a part-time preschool
teacher and spends her remaining time with their two
daughters, Courtney, 4; and Morgan, five months.
Chad Brands ('89) completed his residency train-
ing in internal medicine and pediatrics at University
Hospital and Children's Hospital in Cincinnati,
Ohio, in June. He is now assistant professor of
internal medicine and pediatrics at Wright State
School of Medicine in Dayton. He and his wife,
Marla, have two sons, Landon, 4; and Christian, 1.
Tbe Bandstras, tbe TInklenbergs and the Scbempers.
Rich and Barb Schemper ('75,'75) live in
Denver, Colorado. Rich is the principal, and Barb
is the librarian at Van Dellen Christian School.
They have two daughters, who are currently attend-
ing Dordt.
Scott Pryor ('76) graduated this spring from
Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando,
Florida, with a master of arts degree in theological
studies. Scott had practiced law for fifteen years in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, before moving with his
family to Florida in 1995. He is now practicing
law with an Orlando firm and hopes to eventually
teach in law school.
Jon and Corinne (Mullins) Bakker
(ex.'79,'77) are living in Istanbul, Turkey. Jon is
working on a power plant that is being built there.
The Bakkers plan to stay in Turkey until May of
1998.
Benton and Becky (Nymeyer) Mulder
('79,'77) live in Redlands, California, with their
three children, ages 16, 14, and 12. Benton is in
his third year as a strength and conditioning coach
and an athletic trainer for Arrowhead Christian
Academy. Becky is teaching preschool for her
eleventh year.
1960s
Hans and Julie (Van Leeuwen) Wilting
('92,'88) live in Cornwall, Prince Edward Island,
where Hans is fanning. Julie is at home teaching
piano lessons and taking care of their six-m nth-
old daughter, Haley Ann.
Mike Fennema ('90) is volunteering with
CRWRC in Cambodia. From December 1992
through December 1995, he was there starting an
agriculture project. He returned to Cambodia in
May 1996 as an adviser to Cambodian non-govern-
ment organizations working in community devel-
opment. His contract ends next June, when he will
return home to Ontario, Canada.
Kelly and Charlene (Medenblik) Homan
('90,'92) live in Lincoln, Nebraska. Kelly com-
pleted his Ph.D. in mechanical engineering at the
University of Illinois in August 1996 and is now an
assistant professor of mechanical engineering at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Kelly and Charlene
have two children, Caleb, 2; and Hailey, seven months.
Laurie Zinkand-Selles ('81) had a solo exhibi-
tion of her artwork at the Rebecca Gallery in
Toronto, Ontario, September 20 through October
16. Laurie lives in Toronto with her husband, John,
and their two children, Natalie, 10; and Jesse, 7.
Jndy (Vander Hart) Farwell ('83) completed
her master's degree in clinical psychology in June
1996. She and her husband, Steve, had a daughter,
Emmalyne Grace, in February 1997.
Ron and Bette (Bouma,'84) Dick live in
McBain, Michigan, where Ron is a dairy farmer,
and Bette teaches kindergarten half-time at
Northern Michigan Christian School. They have
three children, Scott, 5; Sarah, 4; and Sydney, six
months.
Congratulations to last months flashback winner,
Hildred (Hospers) Abee ('72) who lives in Salt Lake
City, Utah. Hildred received a Dordt tee-shirt for
correctly identifying the following students: Bob
Vander Plaats, Glenda Buys, Quentin Van Essen, John
Hull, Barb Kuiper, and Dave Postma.
For your chance to win a Dordt tee-shirt, send us the names of this month's group. And we'd like you to send a
bit of information or some memories connected to the people or the photo. Send in your entries by December 1.
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Roommate Reunion
For the first time since




Karen (Arkema) De Bruin,
Jeanne (Kuiper) Anema,




Over sixteen and a half
years, the six roommates
kept in touch until, in the
summer of 1996, they and
their families gathered for
an extended weekend.
First row (left to right): Larissa and Janine Vis, Kayla Auperlee, Lynelle De Bruin, Taylor Bandstra.
Second row: Bethany Bandstra, Janell Auperlee, Karlynn Vis, Steven Anema, Nathan Groenendyk, Julie
Auperlee. Third Row: Timothy Anema, Travis Bandstra, Bethany Anema, Aaron De Bruin, Derek Auperlee,
Alan Groenendyk, Lynnea Vis, Marilee Anema, Marne De Bruin. Fourth and fifth rows: John and Aleeda Vis,
Smithers, British Columbia; Hank and Jeanne Anema, Mt. Vernon, Washington; Rich and Karen De Bruin,
Oskaloosa, Iowa; Bryan and Becky Bandstra, Pella, Iowa; Bruce and Lisa Groenendyk, Leighton, Iowa; and
Don and Jeany Aupperlee, Lynden, Washington. Not pictured: Timothy Vis.
Steve and Donna (Wind) Kortenhoeven
('91,'91) live in Escondido, California, with their
two boys, Kyle and Jacob. Donna is a homemaker,
and Steve teaches English and coaches varsity
boys basketball at Calvin Christian High School.
Rev. Marcia Wallinga ('91) was ordained as a
Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the
Reformed Church in America on July 20,1997.
She completed her Master's of Divinity degree in
May of 1997 at Western Theological Seminary.
Shannon (Ahrenholz, '92) Niemeyer received
her master's degree in K-adult reading from the
University of South Dakota. She is currently the
principal at Inwood, Iowa Christian School. Her
husband, Mark Niemeyer ('89), is the personnel
and safety coordinator at Behr Industries in
Canton, South Dakota. They live in Inwood.
Steve and Kristi (Kielstra, '93) Geerlinks have
recently moved back to Okotoks, Alberta. Steve
works as a carpenter, and Kristi is presently stay-
ing at home to care for their daughter, Brittany
Noelle, who will be one on October 30.
David Klompien ('93) is entering his third year
as Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship at Ontario
Christian Reformed Church in Ontario, California.
His job includes teaching doctrine courses, follow-
ing up on evangelism efforts, and discipling new
believers. He is working toward ordination as an
evangelist in the CRe.-Doug and Brenda (Groenendyk,'93) Wichhart
live in Iowa City, Iowa, where Doug works as a
biomedical technician for the University of Iowa
College of Medicine. Brenda is at home with their
four-month-old daughter, Ellie Kristine.
Kevin Jordan ('94) is involved in a one-year
internship at Munster Christian Reforrned Church
in Munster, Indiana. His wife, Linda (Bruxvoort,
'93), is at home taking care of their two-month-old
daughter, Anna.
Renee Storteboom ('94) is currently volunteer-
ing in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, for a non-profit
organization. She is doing research and communi-
cations work on conflict, humanitarian relief,
development, governance, democratic develop-
ment, and civil society and law.
Stacie (Tiedeman,'94) Thies is a graphics artist
for Bridge Information Systems. Her husband,
Paul, is an automotive technician at Olathe Ford.
They live in DeSoto, Kansas, with their two sons,
Ryan, 4; and Adam, five months.
Rob and Julie (Scheffer, '95) Hager are living
in Bozeman, Montana. Julie just graduated from
Montana State University with an agricultural
education degree. Rob works as the shop foreman
and diesel mechanic for a trucking company in
Gallatin Gateway.
Kristen Westerhof ('95) completed her mas-
ter's degree in German at the University of Illinois
. in May. This summer, she attended a six-week
study program in Regensburg, Germany, Kristen
is currently a guest lecturer for the English depart-
ment at Purdue University-Calumet in Hammond,
Indiana, and hopes to teach German or English at
the high school level.
Mark Klompien ('97) is working with the
English Language Institute/China. He is currently
teaching English to Chinese students at Zhengzhou
University.
Marriages _
Randy Struyk and Carol Westendorp ('88), 7112/97
Alan Sytsma ('89) and KimbeiIy Ann Veldman,
7/26/96
Mark Van Holland and Kimberly Weg ('91),
9/28/96
Grant Anderson and Brenda Kropp ('92), 8/26/96
Kurt De Kock and Kristin Rynders ('92), 6/28/97
Alan Van Dam ('92) and Shela Blom, 12/28/96
Steven Katje and Shelly Van Engen (ex.'92),
7/11/97
James Lund and Emily Kroese ('93), 7/12/97
Dale Brown and Valerie Schiebout ('94), 6/14/97
Gregory Osinga and Sarah DulT ('95),7/5/97
Chad Bonnema and Kari Meyer ('95), 4/5/97
Rob Hager and Julie Scheffer ('95), 7/18/97
Christopher Thininga ('96) and Christian
Goedeke ('96), 8115/97
Chad Mosher and Heidi Vos ('96), 6/27/97
Scott Van Essen ('96) and Abbie Eekhoff ('96),
6/20/97
Mark Wieringa ('96) and Tracy Sterk ('97), 1/4/97
CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and what kinds of
events are happening in your life. Please fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Alumni Association, Dordt College, 498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
o Marriage 0 Future Defenders 0 Address Change






Brad and Marla (De Karn) Pranger ('74,'85), Rebecca,1l/1O/96
Jim and Lavonne (Nannenga) Bolkema ('76,'80), Nathan Daniel, born 5116/97,
adopted 7/2/97
Jacob and Elizabeth Brouwer ('81), Katrina Ann, 4/16/97
Mel and Pat (Kruis,'8I) Tellinghusen, Peter George, 11/19/96
Scott and Beverly (Van Gelder, '81) Herrema, Blake Allan, 6113/97
Kevin and Bonnie (De Boer) Wolterstorff ('81, ex.'82), Abby Joy, 5/22/97
Henry and Lavonne (Kok,'82) Bansberg, Jacob Henry, 6119/97
Dong and Irene (Veerbeek) Van Belle ('82,'84), Bryan Timothy, 9/4/95; Nathan
Daniel, 5/22/97
Steve and Judy (Vander Hart,'83) Farwell, Emmalyne Grace, 2/12/97
Jeff and Gayle (Franje,'83) Collins, Keaton James, 6/3/97
David and Irene Van Kooten ('83), Kayla Rose, 7/22/97
Ron and Bette (Bouma,'84) Dick, Sydney Jo, 4/2/97
Charlie and Lisa (Katsma,'84) Beetstra, Gerrit Charles, 7/15/97
Mark and Darcy (Ruis) Van Beek ('84,'85), Miranda June, ll/13/96
Ed and Sharon (Bosker, ex. '85) Versluys, Eric Peter, 4/30/97
Robert and Heather (Vanden Berg) Peters ('86,'85), Lauren Jane, 7/27/97
Kevin and Betty (Addink,' 86) Moss, Kaira Jayde, 611/97
Tim and Deanne Geurkink ('86), David Warren, 4/9/96
John and Marcia (Bultman) Greydanus ('86, ex.'86), Luke Jeffrey, 8/28/97
Rick and Kim (Heyboer,'86) Vos, Shannon Hope and Autumn Joy, 4n/97
Verlin and LeaAnn (Mouw,'86) Van Regenmorter, Amber Lynn, 5/9/97
Don and Jackie (Van Tol) Vander Zee ('86, ex.'86), Chad Michael, 4/11/97
Andrew and Janet (Bandstra) Dreise ('86,'88), Elizabeth Ellen, 5/2/97
Doug and Grace (Bruinus) Antonides ('87,'87), Leah Grace, 9/27/96
John and Brenda (DeWit,'87) O'Brien, Jacklyn and Elise, 5/20/97
Byron and Cindy (de Boom) Eekhoff ('87,'87), Mitchell John, 6/29/97
Mark and Lisa (Gritters,'87) Van Roekel, Joshua Lyle, 3/26/97
Stewart and Mary (Meyer,'87) Krewn, Jacob Reed, 5/29/97
Dave and Carol (Spronk,' 87) Rozeboom, Lee Gerrit, 5116/97
John and Lisa (Sybesma,'87) Deal, Allison Haley, 9/29/95; Heather Ann, 5/29/97
Brian and Nancy Jo (Byl) Kroeze ('88, ex.'87), Trey Orville, 3/2/97
Bruce and Elaine (Prins) Wind ('87,'88), Anneke Marie and Joscelyn Nicole,
4/17/97
Paul and Susan (powell) Van Stelle ('87,'88), Danae Hope, 9/23/95
Ed and Debbie (Gietema) Groot ('87,'90), Caleb Norman, 6/5/97
Dan and Kristy Bootsma ('88), Joseph Benjamin, 7/1197
Dan and Jan (DeWeerd,'88) Vander Schaaf, Morgan Renae, 5/22/97
Greg and Kathy (Rus) Van Soelen ('88,'88), Keaton Eugene, 7/26/97
Lyle and Elizabeth (Brouwer) Brouwer ('89,'88), Josiah Arend, 6/12/97
Roger and Lanai (DeLeeuw, '89) Van Hal, David Ross, 5/11/97
Bob and Lynn Rietema (ex.'89), John Jacob, 6/3/97
Arnold and Yvonne (Sikkema,'89) Kamerman, Colin James, 4/28/97
Alan and Kimberly Sytsma (' 89), Benjamin Alan, 4/12/97
. Terry and Nicole (Vink,'89) Fopma, Mitchell Lee, 8/27/97
Jeff and Nancy (Steenhoek) Van Lingen ('89,'90), Joshua James, 7/21/97
Stewart and Marsha (Kuipers) Vyn ('90,'89), Brenna Lindsey, 1112/97
Scott and Julie (Vande Voort) Haan ('90, '90), Joeli Taylor, 8/13/97
Roland and Mary (Bos, '90) Ritzema, Eric John, 3; Gregory Orwin, 8 months;
both adopted 4/4/97
Kelly and Charlene (Medenblick) Homan ('90,'92), Hailey Marie, 3/29/97
Arlan and Laurie (Gritters) Kooiman ('90,'92), Katelyne Marie, 6113/97
Doug and Deb Altena (ex. '91), Jared Douglas and Amanda Marie, 6/5/97
Dave and Barb (De Jong,'91) Ezinga, Tara Sue, 2/21/97
Daniel and Helen (Heyboer,'91) Rooda, Matthew Scott, 11/18/93; Adam Daniel,
1/22/97
Steve aud Donna (Wind) Kortenhoeven ('91,'91), Jacob Adam, 7/19/97
Brian and Carey (Vas) Van Donselaar ('91,'91), Garth Daniel, 6/21/97
Kerry and Donna (Rickett, '91) Keck, Marina Danielle, 5/16/97
Stan and Brenda (Byker) Haak ('91,'92), Jared Douglas, 6/26/97
Steve and Sue (Voskuil) Theune ('91,'92), Cara Nicole, 7/28/97
James and Rachelle (Van't Hul) Vauden Bos ('91,'93), Ashley Nicole, 2/6/97
Hans and Julie (Van Leeuwen) Wilting ('92,'88), Haley Ann, 5/6/97
Ed and Deb (Bakker)Minderhoud ('92,'92), Levi Edward, 5n196
Michael and Karen (Peters,'92) Christians, Anna Christine, 6/1/97
Nathan and Brenda (Terpstra, '9.2) Huisman, Natalie Renee, 2/4/97
Brad and Lisa (Jasper) Van Heuvelen ('92,'92), Brooke Taylor, 3/3/97
Jeff and Jill (Visser,'92) Schemper, Trey ton Jeffrey, 7/15/97
Ryan and Sue (Vonk, ex.'92) Moret, Jonah Adam, 9/4/97
William and Marcia (Scholten) Nop ('92,'94), Kisa, 4/21/97
Jeff and Tami (Smeenk) Cleveriuga ('92,'93), Kenton John, 5/1/97
Bryan and Diane (Graves, '93) Gisenga, Jordan Matthew, 4/28/97
Doug and Breuda (Groenendyk,'93) Wichhart, Ellie Kristine, 6/11/97
Steve and Kristi (Kielstra,'93) Geerlinks, Brittany Noelle, 10/30/96
Todd and Sharon (Yonker) Nanniuga ('93,'93), David William, 12/1/96
Carl and Melva (Runia, '93) Hoogland, Kayla Joy, 6/3/97
Dennis aud Julie (Hendricks) Vander Velden ('93, ex.'93), Alex Robert, 5n197
Aarou aud Brenda (De Jong) Prins ('94, '92), Alex John, 3/30/97
Craig and Christy (Kramer) Veurink ('93,'94), Hayden, 7/15/97
Keviu and Linda (Bruxvoort) Jordan ('94,'93), Anna Christine, 8/22/97
Doug aud Carrie (Renner) Veenstra ('94,'93), Christa Janelle, 6/30/97
Keut and Lanra (Kruid) Altena ('94, ex.'94), Brett Jacob, 5/6/97
Darwin and Wendy (Griess) Feenstra ('94,'94), Drew Michael, 12/28/96
Paul and Stacie (Tiedeman,'94) Thies, Adam Michael, 5/25/97
Brian and Lora (Blaukespoor) Seifert ('94,'94), Marisa Lin, 6/23/97
Greg and Christy (Mellema) Hulstein ('93, '95), Tanner Jay, 5/20/97
Craig and Annetta (Dejong) Hommes ('94,'95), Daulton Craig, 7/4/96
Jacco and Cynthia (Wielinga) de Vin ('95,'95), Aiden Wilhelmina, 2/7/97
James and Neisha (Vas,'95) Horn, Jarret Jeffrey, 5/13/97
Brian aud Amy (Bajema) Van Horssen ('94, ex. '96), Jacob Kyle, 6/24/97
Mike and Jaua (Smit) Vau Wyk ('95,'96), Austin Michael, 5/20/97
Andrew and Jenness (Eekhofl) Wolgen ('96, ex.'95), Martin Andrew, 1214/94;
Michael Dennis, 1/2196
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